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Total  cattle  and  calves 
on  farms  have  trended  upward 
for  many  years.  Increases 
were  rapid  from  1958  when 
there  were  91.2  million  head 
on  farms  to  1965  when  the 
inventory  reached  109.0  mil- 
lion. Changes  since  then  have 
been  small,  with  109. 7  million 
cattle  and  calves  on  farms 
as  of  this  January  1. 

Beef  cattle  have  ac- 
counted for  all  of  the  increase 
since  the  late  1940*  s;  dairy 
cattle  have  declined.  With  re- 
cord numbers  of  beef  cattle, 
including  a  larger  breeding 
herd,  the  potential  exists  for 
further  increases  in  beef  pro- 
duction over  the  next  couple 
of  years. 
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SUMMARY 


Inventories  of  livestock  on 
January  1  point  to  continued  increases  in 
producxion  of  beef  and  pork  and  a  further 
decline  for  lamb.    Despite  larger  supplies, 
livestock  prices  are  running  above  year- 
ago  levels .    Prices  for  the  year  are 
expected  to  average  above  I968  for  cattle 
and  lambs,  but  perhaps  a  little  under  for 
hogs . 

Numbers  of  cattle  and  calves  on 
farms  and  ranches  totaled  I09.T  million 
on  January  1,  I969- -slightly  more  than  a 
year  earlier.    Beef  cattle  numbers  were 
up  about  1.2  million,  while  dairy  cattle 
were  down  about  0.6  million.    Hog  numbers 
were  up  k  percent  from  a  year  earlier, 
reflecting  a  similar  rise  in  the  I968 
fall  pig  crop.    The  sheep  and  lamb  inven- 
tory declined  5  percent  to  a  record  low. 

Gains  in  the  number  of  beef  cattle 
since  19^5  have  slightly  more  than  off- 
set declines  in  dairy  cattle.    Last  year, 
the  beef  cow  herd  rose  another  2  percent, 
pointing  to  a  larger  beef  calf  crop  this 
year.    This  will  permit  continued  expan- 
sion in  cattle  feeding  and  also  provide 
the  potential  for  larger  beef  output 
next  year. 

Fed  cattle  marketings  rose  6  per- 
cent in  1968  and  further  increases  are  in 
prospect  for  19^9 »    Ten  percent  more  cat- 
tle were  on  feed  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.    There  were  increases  in  both 
heavy  cattle  about  ready  for  slaughter 
this  winter  and  lighter  cattle  that  typi- 
cally reach  slaughter  finish  in  the  spring. 


Further  increases  in  marketings  are  likely 
in  the  second  half  of  19^9^  "but  they  may 
not  be  as  sharp  as  in  the  first  half. 

Fed  cattle  prices  have  been  strong, 
and  for  the  winter  will  average  well  above 
a  year  earlier .    Prices  this  spring  are 
expected  to  lose  a  little  of  their  winter 
strength  from  pressure  of  large  cattle 
marketings,  more  pork  and  poultry  than  a 
year  earlier,  and  slower  growth  in  consumer 
incomes.    However,  Choice  steers  at  Chicago 
likely  will  run  above  the  April-June  I968 
average  of  $27-20  per  100  pounds,  as  long 
as  livev7eights  do  not  become  excessive  and 
marketings  remain  orderly.    Second  half 
prices  likely  will  continue  above  I968 
levels . 

With  continued  brisk  feedlot  demand, 
prices  of  feeder  cattle  likely  will  remain 
generally  above  a  year  earlier  throughout 
1969. 

Hog  slaughter  this  winter  has  been 
up  moderately  and  likely  will  be  larger 
than  last  year  through  1969-    There  are  k 
percent  more  market  hogs  that  will  reach 
slaughter  weights  this  spring,  and  hog 
producers  have  reported  plans  to  increase 
this  year's  spring  pig  crop  by  5  percent. 

The  hog-corn  price  ratio  was  I8.O 
in  February- -a  little  higher  than  a  year 
earlier  and  well  above  average.  This 
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favorable  ratio  may  encourage  producers 
to  continue  expanding  production  next  fall 
and  thereby  increase  supplies  of  pork  in 
the  first  half  of  1970.    An  indication  of 
the  number  of  sows  expected  to  farrow  in 
the  Corn  Belt  during  June-August  will  be 
released  on  March  21. 

Barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets 
averaged  $20. per  100  pounds  in  February, 
up  $1  from  a  year  earlier.    Some  price 
weakness  may  develop  before  the  seasonal 
rise  begins  in  the  spring.    In  the  second 
half,  hog  prices  are  expected  to  average 
somewhat  below  the  Jijily -Dec ember  I968 
average  of  $19.^4-0,  depending  largely  on 
hew  much  the  pig  crop  expands  this  spring. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  is  expected 
to  be  smaller  again  this  year.  Slaughter 
was  down  7  percent  last  year,  but  was 
large  in  relation  to  the  beginning  inven- 


tory and  the  lamb  crop.    The  inventory  de- 
clined by  about  1  million  head  during  the 
year  to  21.1  million  as  I969  began.  A 
further  decline  is  likely  this  year. 
Slaughter  would  have  to  decline  about  I5 
percent  this  year  in  order  to  stabilize 
the  inventory. 

There  were  h  percent  fewer  ewes  1 
year  old  and  over  on  farms  at  the  beginning 
of  this  year.    This  points  to  a  smaller 
lamb  crop  in  I969  and  reduced  slaughter 
supplies . 

Choice  slaughter  lambs  at  San  Angelo 
were  $28  per  100  pounds  in  February,  about 
$i+  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Some  price 
advance  is  in  prospect  for  spring  lambs, 
and  prices  will  continue  higher  than  a  year 
ago.    A  seasonal  price  decline  is  expected 
in  late  spring  and  summer,  but  the  decline 
may  be  smaller  than  in  other  recent  years 
and  prices  will  continue  above  I968  levels. 


*  -x-  -x-  -x-  -x- 


CATTLE  ON  FARMS,  BY  CYCLES 
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CATTLE 

Beef  Producing  Capacity- 
Continues  to  Rise 

The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on 
farms  and  ranches  increased  slightly 
during  I968  and  totaled  IO9.7  million 
head  on  January  1,  1969*    A  1  percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  beef  cattle 
more  than  offset  a  3  percent  decline  in 
dairy  cattle.    The  numbers  of  all  classes 
of  beef  cattle  except  heifers  increased, 
with  beef  cows  showing  the  largest  gain. 
All  classes  of  dairy  animals  declined. 

Beef  cow  numbers  increased  2  per- 
cent, or  nearly  700,000  head.    Thus,  the 
beef  calf  crop  will  be  larger  again  this 
year  and  will  f\irther  increase  the  beef 
output  potential. 


Calf  Crop 


Year  : 

Number  : 

Percentage 
change  from 
preceding 

year 

:  Ratio  to 
:  breeding 
;  stock 
:  on  fams 
: January  1 

1,000 

head 

Percent 

1958 

38,860 

-2.6 

86 

1959 

^8,938 

+0.2 

86 

i960 

39,^16 

-fl.2 

86 

1961 

i+0,180 

+1.9 

86 

1962 

+3.1 

87 

1963 

1^2,268 

+2.0 

86 

19614- 

U3,809 

+3.6 

87 

1965 

:  ^3,928 

+0.3 

86 

1966 

:  ^3,526 

-0.9 

86 

1967 

:  ^3,765 

+0.5 

88 

1968 

:  1+U,102 

40.8 

88 

The  number  of  cattle  during  uhe  mid- 
1950  's  dropped  sharply  to  91 '2  million 
head  in  I958.    Major  factors  contributing 
to  the  decline  included  low  cattle  prices, 
dry  weather,  and  high  feed  costs.  Since 
then,  generally  improved  cattle  prices 
and  more  favorable  weather  and  feed  con- 
ditions have  resulted  in  renewed  growth 
in  the  beef  cattle  industry.    From  1958 


through  1965  beef  cow  numbers  increased 
about  l,h-  million  head  each  year.  During 
the  past  k  years,  however,  the  upward 
trend  has  slowed  and  declines  in  dairy 
cattle  have  been  nearly  offsetting.  Beef 
cows  since  I965  have  increased  less  than 
J-  million  head  per  year. 

Although  net  changes  in  the  total 
cattle  inventory  have  been  small  in  recent 
years,  the  proportions  of  the  beef  and 
dairy  segments  have  been  changing  consid- 
erably.   For  example,  on  January  1  this 
year  beef  cattle  accounted  for  80  percent 
of  the  total,  compared  with  about  76  per- 
cent in  1965,  and  only  65  percent  in  1958. 

Little  change  in  the  total  cattle 
inventory  is  likely  during  1969*  Cattle 
and  calf  slaughter  combined  is  expected 
to  be  larger  than  last  year  and  will 
about  offset  a  bigger  calf  crop.  Imports 
of  live  catirle  probably  will  be  about  the 
same  as  in  I968.    However,  beef  cattle 
numbers  likely  will  rise  again  and  offset 
another  reduction  in  the  dairy  herd.  On 
balance,  these  developm^ents  would  continue 
the  potential  for  producing  more  beef  in 
the  years  ahead. 

Feeder  Supply  Smaller  But  Feedlot 
Placements  To  Continue  Large 

There  were  nearly  half  a  million 
more  young  beef  animals  on  farms  (including 
those  in  feedlots)  and  ranches  on  January  1 
than     a  year  earlier.    All  of  the  increase 
came  in  calves  (up  3^1^000  head)  and 
steers  (up  111,000  head) .    Heifer  numbers 
were  aoout  unchanged.    However,  since  about 
1.2  million  more  cattle  were  reported  on 
feed  on  January  1,  the  supply  of  young 
stock  available  for  placement  in  feedlots 
in  1969  '^as  down  more  than  half  a  million 
head.    This  was  largely  the  result  of  early 
and  very  large  movement  of  cattle  into 
feedlots  in  the  closing  months  of  I968. 

Although  there  were  fewer  yoiung 
beef  cattle  available  for  feedlot  placement 
at  the  start  of  I969,  more  cattle  likely 
will  be  placed  on  feed  this  year  than  last. 
The  increase  of  700,000  beef  cows  on  farms 
and  ranches  points  to  a  sizable  increase 
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Table  L'-NiMiber  of  livestock  on  farms  and  ranches  Janixary  1, 
United  States,  1957  to  date  l/ 


Number  on  farms  Janiiary  1 


Year 

All 
cattle  and 
calves 

.*  All 

sbeep 
i  and  lambs 

Hogs 

Chickens 

1,000 
bead 

1,000 
bead 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1957 
1958 
1959 
i960 

92,860 
91,176 
93,322 
96,236 

30,651+ 
31,217 
32,606 
33,170 

51,897 
51,517 
58,01+5 
59,026 

391,363 
37^,281 
387,002 
369,^81+ 

1961 
1962 
1963 
1961+ 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969  2/ 

97,700 
100,369 
loJ+,1+88 
107,903 
109,000 
108,862 
108, 61+5 
109,152 
109,661 

32,725 
30,969 
29,176 
27,116 
25,127 
2l+,73^ 
23,898 
22,11+0 
21,111 

55,560 
56,619 
57,993 
56,757 
50,792 
1+7,^1^ 
53,21+9 
5^,265 
57,205 

366,082 
377,392 
375,575 
382,262 
39^,118 
393,019 
1+28,7^+6 
i^25,l58 
1+20,201+ 

Index  numbers,  by  groups  (1957-59=100) 


Total 
livestock 
and  poultry 


:  Meat 

Milk  : 

:  animals 

cattle  : 

Poultry 


100 

100 

105 

102 

98 

98 

100 

97 

102 

102 

95 

101 

101+ 

101+ 

93 

96 

101+ 

101+ 

92 

98 

107 

107 

90 

99 

no 

110 

87 

99 

112 

113 

83 

100 

112 

112 

80 

103 

111 

111 

75 

10i+ 

112 

112 

72 

111+ 

112 

112 

69 

112 

113 

113 

67 

no 

1/  Data  for  50  States  beginning  in  I96I. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Table  2  .--Number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  January  Ij 
by  classes.  United  States,  1957  to  date  l/ 


For  milk 

Beef 

Cattle  and  Calves 

Year 

Cows  and. 
heifers, . 
2  years  ; 
and  over. 

Heifers  . 
1  to  2  ! 
years  [ 
old 

Heifer 
calves 

Total 

Cows  and 
heifers, 
2  years 
and  over 

Heifers 
1  to  2 
years 
old 

:  Calves 

Steers, . 
1  year  ; 
old  and; 
over  ; 

Bulls  .' 

1  year  :Total 
old  and. 
over 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1957 
1958 
1959 
i960 

22,325 
21,265 
•  20,132 
19,527 

5,267 
5,126 
5,050 
5,079 

5,699 
5,571 
5,526 

5,575 

33,291 
31,962 
30,708 
30,181 

2l+,53^ 
2l+,l65 
25,112 

5,926 
5,903 
6,557 
7,036 

18,1+05 
18,275 
19,^07 
20,1+25 

8,991 
9,252 
9,931 
10,57^+ 

1,713 
1,619 
1,607 
1,676 

59,569 
59,211+ 
62,611+ 
66,055 

19,271 
18,963 
18,379 

17,61+7 
16,981 
15,987 
15,198 
11+,  61+1+ 
ll+,123 


5,016 
U,887 
^,708 
^,395 
l+,ll+9 
3,860 
3,636 
3,579 
3,527 


5,1+1+6 
5,261+ 

^,935 
l+,692 
l+,l+20 
^,151 

i+,089 
l+,028 

3,960 


29,733 
29,llU 
28,022 
26,73^ 
25,550 
23,998 
22,923 
22,251 
21,610 


27,327 
28,691 

30,589 
32,79^ 
3^,238 

3^,^+33 
3^^,685 
35,i^05 
36,097 


7,115 
IM^ 
8,108 
8,612 
8,989 
8,925 
9,121 
9,328 
9,303 


20,811+ 
22,300 
23,7^+7 
25,21+3 
26,181 
26,879 
27,29i+ 
27,559 
27,930 


10,997 
11,103 
12,251 
12,669 
12,131+ 
12,7^+9 
12,752 
12,712 
12,823 


1,715 
1,771 
1,851 
1,908 
1,878 
1,870 
1,897 
1,908 


67,967 
71,255 
76,1+66 
81,169 
83,i^50 
81+,  861+ 
85,722 
86,901 
88,051 


1/  Data  for  50  States  beginning  in  I96I. 
2/  Preliminary. 
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BEEF  CATTLE  INVENTORY^ 


MIL.  HEAD 


30 


20 
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Cows  &  heifers 
2yrs.  &  older— 


(MIL.  HEAD) 

(total  only) 


67.5 


45.0 


22.5 
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I960 


1970 
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in  the  beef  calf  crop.    Many  of  these 
calves  will  be  placed  on  feed  by  late 
1969.    Also,  a  slightly  larger  proportion 
of  the  beef  steers  and  heifers  on  farms 
and  ranches  on  January  1  likely  will  move 
through  feedlots  in  I969. 

Back  in  1959,  fed  cattle  marketings 
during  the  year  equaled  approximately 
35  percent  of  the  number  of  young  beef 
animals  on  farms  and  ranches  on  Janioaiy  1 
that  year.    This  proportion  increased  to 
39  percent  by  I96U,  and  last  year  fed 
cattle  marketings  were  k-6  percent  of  the 
January  1  inventory  of  young  beef  cattle. 
This  rising  trend  is  the  result  of  a 
tendency  not  only  to  feed  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  supply  but  to  put  them  on 
feed  and  market  them  for  slaughter  at 
a  younger  age. 

Feeder  Cattle  Prices  To 
Continue  Strong 

Feeder  cattle  prices  advanced  last 
fall  and  strengthened  further  early  this 
winter.    Choice  grade  yearling  feeder 
steers  at  Kansas  City  rose  from  around 
$26.95  per  100  pounds  in  early  October  to 
$28.50  by  the  end  of  the  year.    By  late 
February  prices  were  averaging  $29.55> 
about  $2.25  above  a  year  earlier  and 
slightly  higher  than  Choice  grade  slaugh- 
ter steers  at  Chicago.    Feeder  cattle 
prices  are  expected  to  continue  strong 
into  spring,  but  any  advance  from  current 
levels  likely  will  be  smaller  than  the  $2 
February-May  rise  last  year. 

Feeder  cattle  prices  in  late  spring 
and  early  summer  probably  will  be  rela- 
tively stable  and  then  decline  seasonally 
in  late  summer  and  early  fall.  Plowever, 
seasonal  price  changes  next  summer  and 
fall  likely  will  be  relatively  small  be- 
cause demand  for  feeder  stock  is  expected 
to  continue  strong  throughout  the  year. 

Fed  Cattle  Marketings  This  Spring  To 
Be  Above  Winter  Levels 

Fed  cattle  marketings  this  winter 
are  running  well  above  a  year  earlier. 
On  January  1  cattle  feeders  reported 
intentions  to  market  6  percent  mor^  cattle 
out  of  feedlots  this  winter  than  a  year 


Current  fed  cattle  prices  and 
feeder  cattle  prices  5  months  earlier 


Year  : 

r  fcru. 

Cattle  1/ 

Feeder 
'.Cattle  2/ 

Margin 

Dollars 

per  100  poi^nds 

1968 

27. 81+ 

Jan . 

26.96 

-  .88 

Feb. 

27.81 

26.7I+ 

+1.07 

Mar . 

28.05 

26.38 

4-1.67 

Apr . 

27.79 

25.89 

+1.90 

May 

27.37 

26.03 

+1.3^ 

June 

26.88 

25.82 

+1.06 

July 

•  27.61 

26.9I+ 

+  .67 

Aug. 

.  27.78 

27.60 

+  .18 

Sept . 

:  27.90 

28.61+ 

-  ^Ih 

Oct. 

:    28. lU 

28.90 

-  .76 

Nov. 

:  28.57 

28.69 

-  .12 

Dec  . 

:  28.86 

28.75 

+  .11 

1969 

28.  Uo 

Jan. 

:  29.12 

+  .72 

Feb. 

:  29.26 

27.7^ 

+1.52 

1/  Choice  steers  at  Chicago,  900-1,100 
pounds . 

2/  Choice  steers  at  Kansas  City,  550- 
750  pounds . 


earlier.    The  6  State  Cattle  on  Feed 
Report,  released  in  mid-February,  indicated 
January  shipments  to  slaughter  were  up  7 
percent  in  these  States.    These  6  States 
account  for  about  60  percent  of  total 
fed  cattle  marketings .    Changes  within 
the  6  States  often  reflect  the  national 
picture,  although  the  rate  of  expansion 
of  cattle  feeding  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
has  been  substantially  greater  than  in 
most  other  States . 

There  were  substantially  more 
cattle  on  feed  on  January  1  in  weight 
groups  that  are  normally  marketed  in  the 
spring.    Thus,  even  though  winter  place- 
ments may  not  be  much  different  than  last 
year,  spring  marketings  likely  will  exceed 
the  record-large  marketings  in  April-June 
1968. 

Fed  cattle  prices  were  about  steady 
in  January  and  February.    Choice  grade 
steers  at  Chicago  averaged  $29.15  per  100 
pounds  about  $2  above  a  year  earlier. 
Some  weakness  from  winter  levels  is  expected 
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Steer  prices  at  Chicago,  I967-69 


Month 

.                   Choice  steers 

1967 

i  1968 

:  1969 

Dollars  per  100 

pounds 

Jan. 

:  25.25 

26.87 

29.23 

Feb. 

2^.92 

27.3^ 

29.11 

Mar. 

2k. b( 

27.75 

Apr. 

2h,  66 

27. U9 

May 

25.^4-6 

27.16 

June 

25.88 

26.89 

July 

26.i+0 

27. 6ii 

Aug. 

27.22 

28.01 

Sept. 

27.62 

28.20 

Oct. 

26.97 

28.21 

Nov. 

26.51 

28.  ii6 

Dec . 

26. U5 

28.88 

Av.  : 

26.  ou 

27.7^ 

in  the  spring  in  response  to  continued 
large  supplies  of  beef  and  more  pork  and 
broilers .    Consumer  incomes  vill  be 
higher  but  are  expected  to  increase  less 
than  the  very  rapid  gains  in  the  second 
half  of  1968.    However,  fed  cattle  prices 
this  spring  likely  vill  average  higher 
then  in  April-June  I968  when  Choice  grade 
steers  at  Chicago  were  $27.30. 

Average  live  weight  of  Choice  steers 
at  7  markets 


Month  [ 

1967 

:  1968 

;  1969 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1,159 
1,156 
1,152 
1,153 
1,155 
1,1^+3 
•  1,133 
:  1,115 
:  1,116 
:  1,116 
:  1,132 
:  1,132 

1,11+6 
l,lhk 
l,lUl 
l,lUl 

1,1^9 
l,li+8 
1,126 
1,105 
1,098 
1,101 

1,116 
1,123 

1,130 
1,120 

Year 

1,139 

1,129 

Feeders  have  continued  to  ms.rket 
fed  cattle  at  lighter  weights  this  winter 
than  last .    This  has  helped  keep  prices 
higher  than  a  year  earlier  during  the  past 
several  months.    The  weight  of  Choice  grade 
steers  at  7  markets  in  February  averaged 
1,120  pounds,  2k  pounds  less  than  a  year 
earlier.    If  cattle  feeders  continue  to 
move  cattle  near  these  weights  through  the 
spring,  there  will  be  somewhat  less  downward 
pressure  on  prices.    On  the  other  hand, 
price  weakness  in  the  spring  may  tempt 
some  feeders  to  hold  cattle  in  feedlots 
beyond  desirable  market  weights,  hoping 
for  a  rebound.    This  would  increase  down- 
ward pressure  on  beef  cattle  prices . 

West  Coast  Prices  Still 
Running  Below  Corn  Belt 

In  mid-Febnoary,  fed  cattle  in 
California  were  selling  around  $1.50  per 
100  pounds  below  Chicago  levels,  pointing 
to  a  contrasting  supply  situation  between 
the  V/est  and  the  Corn  Belt.  Marketings 
in  California  and  Arizona  in  Januaiy  were 
10  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  In 
Iowa  they  were  down  2  percent . 

The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  in 
Arizona  and  California  on  February  1  was 
up  10  percent;  in  Iowa  there  were  only 
k  percent  more.     Placements  in  the  2 
Western  States  in  January  were  up  15  per- 
cent, while  Iowa  placements  were  down  3I 
percent.    Thus,  relative  supplies  between 
the  two  areas  appear  to  be  continuing  much 
the  same  as  the  January  Cattle  on  Feed 
Report  indicated- -relatively  heavier 
supplies  this  spring  in  the  West  and  some- 
what more  downward  pressure  on  prices  in 
that  area. 

July -Dec ember  Fed  Cattle 
Supplies  To  Continue  Large 

Fed  cattle  marketings  are  expected 
to  continue  above  year-earlier  levels, 
but  below  January-June  marketings,  in  the 
second  half  of  1969.    Although  the  supply 
of  feeder  cattle  was  slightly  smaller  on 
January  1  than  a  year  earlier  there 
are  still  sufficient  numbers  of  young 
cattle  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  feeding 
in  the  second  half.    Feeders  will  require 
large  replacement  stocks  to  maintain  usage 


-  10  - 


LMS-166 


MARCH  1969 


of  the  expanded  lots  near  current  high 
levels,  and  may  dig  deeper  into  the 
available  supply  than  last  year  in  order 
to  do  so . 

Fed  cattle  prices  in  July -Dec ember 
very  likely  will  be  higher  than  a  year 
earlier  but  may  follow  a  pattern  similar 
to  1968.    That  is,  from  spring  weakness, 
fed  cattle  prices  are  expected  to  strength- 
en in  the  summer  and  fall  as  the  pressure 
of  larger  spring  supplies  is  reduced. 

Little  Change  in  Cow 

Slaughter  Likely  This  Year 

Cow  slaughter  in  I968  totaled  6.9 
million  head — about  1  percent  more  than 
a  year  earlier.    The  total  number  of  cows 
on  farms  and  ranches  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  about  unchanged  from  a 
year  earlier.    Two  percent  more  beef 
cows  on  farms  January  1  about  offset  k- 
percent  fewer  dairy  cows.    Thus,  cow 
slaughter  in  19^9  probably  will  be  about 
the  same  as  in  I968. 


Utility  cow  prices  at  Chicago, 
1967-69 


Month 

1967  ; 

1968 

;  1969 

Dollars 

per  100 

pounds 

Jan . 

16.98 

16.35 

18.20 

Feb. 

17.92 

17.98 

19.02 

Mar . 

18.00 

19.09 

Apr. 

IT.T^ 

19.88 

May 

18.51 

19.58 

June 

18.89 

19.61 

July 

18.37 

18.88 

Aug. 

17.79 

19.  oU 

Sept. 

17. 

18.  U9 

Oct. 

16.68 

18.13 

Nov. 

15.89 

16.98 

Dec . 

16.09 

17.36 

Av. 

17.52 

18.1^5 
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Prices  of  Utility  cows  at  Chicago 
averaged  $l8.^5  per  100  pounds  in  I968, 
nearly  $1  above  I967.    Cow  prices  con- 
tinued higher  in  February  I969  and  aver- 
aged $19- -about  $1  above  February  I968. 
This  spring  and  summer,  cow  prices  likely 
will  continue  a  little  above  April- 
September  1968.    Although  supplies  of  cow 
beef  likely  will  be  about  the  same  as  a 
year  ago,  demand  for  meat  will  continue 
strong.    Beef  imports  are  not  expected 
to  increase  significantly,  but  competition 
from  pork  will  be  stronger  than  in  I968. 
Pork  supplies  in  I969  are  expected  to  be 
about  U  to  6  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Calf  Slaughter  Declining 

Calf  slaughter  has  been  declining 
for  several  years  largely  because  the 
dairy  herd  has  been  reduced.    For  example, 
in  1968  calf  slaughter  accounted  for 
about  12  percent  of  the  calf  crop  in 
contrast  to  I6  percent  in  I963  and  23 
percent  in  1958*    A  further  decline  in 
calf  slaughter  is  in  prospect  this  year. 
It  was  down  8  percent  in  I968  because  of 
fewer  dairy  calves  available  for  slaughter 
and  higher  feeder  cattle  prices  than  in 
any  year  since  1959*    The  number  of  dairy- 
cows  is  still  declining  and  the  price 
prospects  for  feeder  cattle  are  continuing 
favorable.    Thus,  the  drop  in  calf  slaugh- 
ter this  year  may  be  nearly  as  large  as 
last  year. 

HOGS 

More  Pork 
This  Year 


Farmers  in  I968  m-^rketed  k  percent 
more  hogs  than  a  year  earlier.  Since 
market  weights  were  about  unchanged,  pork 
production  was  also  up  k  percent.  This 
year  both  hog  slaughter  and  pork  produc- 
tion are  expected  to  be  up  again,  and 
perhaps  by  a  larger  percentage  than  last 
year . 

The  expansion  is  continuing  be- 
cause hog  prices  have  remained  high  in 
relation  to  corn  prices.    Hog  prices  last 
year  were  slightly  lower  than  in  I967, 
but  corn  prices  were  considerably  lower. 
Thus,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  in  I968 


averaged  about  I8,  compared  with  I6.3  in 
1967,  and  well  above  the  I958-67  average 
of  15.8. 

With  a  steady  rise  in  pork  output 
since  19^5 >  pork  consumption  rose  to 
about  66  pounds  per  person  in  I968.  This 
was  8  pounds  above  I966 ' s  unusually  low 
level.    A  further  increase  of  1  to  3 
pounds  per  person  seems  likely  in  I969. 
This  would  be  the  most  since  1952. 

Hog  prices  in  recent  years  have 
been  well  above  the  long-run  average, 
although  per  capita  pork  supplies  have 
continued  to  increase.    Hog  prices  have 
been  bolstered  by  rapidly  rising  consiomer 
incomes  and  declining  unemployment  rates, 
which  also  helped  strengthen  prices  of 
other  livestock.    For  example,  incomes  rose 
more  than  7  percent  in  I968  and  the  un- 
employment rate  dropped --and  in  December 
was  at  a  15-year  low.    This  situation 
increased  returns  to  hog  producers  la-st 
year- -they  marketed  more  pork  with  only  a 
small  decline  in  price.    This  was  unusual, 
as  increases  in  hog  marketings  typically 
result  in  larger  declines  in  prices.  The 
higher  returns  have  encouraged  producers 
to  continue  to  expand  hog  output  this  year. 

Fall  Production  Plans 
Getting  Underway 

Hog  producers  during  the  next 
several  months  will  be  deciding  how  many 
sows  to  hold  for  the  I969  fall  season. 
The  Hogs  and  Pigs  Report,  due  March  21,  will 
give  an  idea  of  these  decisions.  Several 
considerations  will  weigh  heavily  in  their 
plans . 

The  corn  supply  is  abundant  and 
still  relatively  inexpensive,  although 
prices  are  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Hog  prices  last  fall  and  so  far 
this  winter  have  been  averaging  moderately 
higher  than  in  the  same  months  a  year  ago. 
Thus,  the  relationship  between  hog  prices 
and  corn  prices  probably  still  favors 
continued  expansion  of  hog  production. 

The  hog-corn  price  ratio  will  likely 
continue  higher  than  average  during  the 
next  several  months,  even  if  it  slides 
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CHANGES  IN  HOG  PRICES  AND  PORK  PRODUCTION 


%  CHANGEA 


^PERCENTAGE  CHANCE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR.  ^BARROWS  AND  GILTS  AT  B  MARKETS. 


below  year-ago  levels;  this  will  tend  to 
encourage  further  expansion  in  production. 

Prices  of  feeder  pigs  have  contin- 
ued steady  to  strong  in  recent  weeks. 
This  indicates  that  many  hog  producers 
are  still  optimistic  about  the  price  out- 
look for  hogs . 

Sow  slaughter  in  federally  inspected 
plants  was  down  k  percent  in  I968  as  hog 
producers  expanded  their  breeding  herds . 
Although  sow  slaughter  rose  somewhat 
above  a  year  earlier  in  late  I968  and 
was  about  the  same  in  January,  this  was 
largely  a  reflection  of  the  k  percent  gain 
in  numbers  of  breeding  hogs  on  December  1. 
These  gains  in  sow  slaughter  do  not 
indicate  any  cutback  in  breeding  plans; 
to  do  so  they  would  have  to  be  quite 
sharp. 

First  Half  Hog 

Slaughter  To  Be  Up 

Hog  slaughter,  up  in  January  and 
February  by  about  U  to  5  percent,  is 
expected  to  continue  moderately  above 


year-ago  levels  through  midyear.  On 
December  1  the  k  percent  increase  reported 
for  market  hogs  on  farms  included  5  percent 
more  hogs  that  would  reach  market  weights 
in  the  winter  and  about  3  percent  more 
lighter  weight  pigs  that  would  not  be 
ready  for  market  until  spring. 

Barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets  were 
$20.i+0  per  100  pounds  in  February.  This 
was  65  cents  higher  than  in  January  and 
$1  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Last  year,  hog  prices  were  unusually 
stable  during  the  late  winter  and  early 
spring  period,  and  the  seasonal  price  rise 
did  not  begin  until  June.    This  year  hog 
prices  are  expected  to  drift  lower  before 
beginning  a  seasonal  rise,  perhaps  a 
little  earlier  in  the  spring  than  last  year. 
Barrows  and  gilts  averaged  $19.^0  per  100 
pounds  during  April-June  I968. 

Sizable  production  increases  for 
both  beef  and  broilers  are  underway  in  the 
first  half  of  1969°     In  addition,  consumer 
incomes  probably  will  not  rise  quite  as 
rapidly  as  in  the  second  half  of  last  year. 
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These  developnents  are  expected  to  become 
increasingly  important  in  the  spring,  and 
hog  prices  likely  will  be  less  buoyant 
than  they  have  been  so  far  this  winter. 

Hog  prices  at  8  markets,  I968-69 


Month 

Barrows 
gilts 

and  : 
1/  : 

Sows  1/ 

1968  : 

1969 ; 

1968 : 

1969 

Dollars  per  100  pounds 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 
June 

18.31 
19.41 

19. 07 
19.00 
18.88 
20.43 

19.77 

20.41 

14.57 
16.05 
16.46 
16.28 

15.73 
16.68 

15.93 
17.56 

July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 

21.48 

20.08 

19.93 
18.29 

17.58 
17.14 
17.40 
16.50 

Nov. 
Dec . 

IT.  92 
18.76 

15.25 
14.78 

Av. 

19.19 

16.20 

1/  Average  for  all  weights  at  Midwest 
Markets . 


Nevertheless,  hog  prices  in  the 
first  half  of  I969  likely  will  average 
somewhat  higher  than  the  January-June 
1968  average  of  $19.20  for  barrows  and 
gilts  at  8  markets .    Just  as  they  were 
last  fall,  hog  prices  this  winter  have 
been  higher  than  would  be  expected  based 
on  the  supply  of  pork  and  other  meats . 
This  situation  reflects  the  unusually 
strong  demand  for  red  meat . 

Hog  Slaughter 

Larger  in  Second  Half 

Hog  slaughter  in  the  second  half 
of  1969  is  expected  to  Continue  moderately 
above  the  same  months  a  year  earlier.  The 
December  1968-May  I969  pig  crop  is  esti- 
mated to  be  up  5  percent.    Most  of  these 
pigs  will  reach  slaughter  weights  during 
July -December .    Thus,  slaughter  supplies 
in  the  second  half  of  this  year  likely 
will  run  4  to  6  percent  larger  than  a 
year  earlier.    Increases  in  slaughter 
this  summer,  however,  may  not  be  as  sharp 
as  those  next  fall.    Corn  Belt  producers 


planned  to  have  4  percent  more  sows  farrow 
diu-ing  December-February  but  6  percent  more 
during  March-May. 

Hog  prices  in  the  second  half  of 

1969  are  expected  to  average  somewhat 
lower  than  a  year  earlier.    Barrows  and 
gilts  at  8  markets  averaged  $19. 40  per  100 
pounds  during  July -December  I968.  Increased 
slaughter  supplies  this  year,  coupled  with 
larger  quantities  of  beef  and  broilers, 
likely  will  lead  to  downward  price  pressure 
in  the  second  half. 

If  hog  producers  continue  to  expand 
production  next  fall,  hog  slaughter  in 
the  first  half  of  1970  will  be  up  again. 
In  this  event,  pork  production  will  be 
large  enough  to  provide  for  even  more 
consumption  per  capita  than  in  the  first 
half  of  1969.     In  the  past,  such  large  out- 
put has  led  to  hog  prices  much  lower  than 
current  levels.    Thus,  prices  in  early 

1970  might  be  low  enough  to  discourage 
further  expansion  in  production. 


Average  weight  of  barrows  and  gilts 
at  8  markets,  I966  to  date 


Month 

1966 

;  1967 

:  1968 

•  1969 

Lb-. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Jan. 

241 

243 

239 

233 

Feb. 

237 

236 

235 

229 

Mar. 

237 

235 

235 

Apr. 

24l 

238 

238 

May 

243 

240 

240 

June 

.  239 

237 

238 

July 

228 

234 

231 

Aug. 

224 

229 

227 

Sept. 

:  227 

231 

228 

Oct. 

233 

235 

234 

Nov. 

239 

240 

237 

Dec . 

241 

240 

235 

Av. 

236 

237 

235 

Compiled  from  data  of  Market  News, 
Livestock  Division,  C&MS 
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SHEEP  AND  LAMBS 

Inventory  Decline  Continues 

The  liquidation  of  the  sheep  and 
lamb  inventory  that  began  in  I960  contin- 
ued last  year  and  a  further  decline  is 
expected  this  year.    On  January  1,  there 
were  21.1  million  sheep  and  lambs  on 
farms  and  ranches --about  1  million  head, 
or  5  percent,  less  than  a  year  earlier 
and  a  record  low.    This  was  more  than  a 
third  less  than  the  I960  beginning  inven- 
tory and  three -fifths  smaller  than  the 
record  '^6,2  million  head  on  January  1, 
19^2.    Last  year's  decline,  however,  was 
substantially  less  than  the  drop  of  1.8 
million  during  I967. 

Most  of  the  1968  decline  was  in 
breeding  ewes--dowTi  687,000  head,  or  h 
percent.    Stock  sheep  numbers  declined  in 
all  but  7  States .    Increases  were  noted  in 
Arizona  and  in  ^4-  New  England  States  . 
Numbers  were  unchanged  in  Iowa  and  Maryland 
In  Texas,  the  leading  State,  stock  sheep 
numbers  declined  almost  280,000  head,  or 
7  percent. 


The  decline  in  breeding  ewes  means 
the  1969  lamb  crop  will  also  be  smaller. 
Replacement  supplies  are  down  from  last 
year,  with  5  percent  fewer  ewe  lambs  on 
farms  and  ranches  January  1.    In  Texas 
there  were  also  5  percent  fewer  1968-crop 

Lamb  Crop 


Year 


1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 

1963 
196^+ 

1965 
1966 

1967 
1968 


1,000 

head 

20,686 
21,120 
21,012 
20,782 
19,712 
18,516 
16,99^ 
16,312 
15,881 
15,003 


Percentage 
change  from 
preceding 
year 


:  Ratio  to 
:  breeding 
:  stock 
:  on  farms 
: January  1 


Percent 

+2.1 
-0.5 
-1.1 

-5.1 
-6.1 
-8.2 
-h.o 
-2.6 
-5.5 
-3.9 


97 
9h 
9k 
93 
92 
91 
93 
9h 

93 
9^ 
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ewe  lambs  on  January  1,  even  though  the 
1968  lamb  crop  was  about  the  same  as  a 
year  earlier.    Wyoming  had  a  larger  lamb 
crop  in  I968  but  fewer  ewe  lambs  on 
January  1. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  I969 
would  have  to  be  about  I5  percent  smaller 
than  in  I968  to  stabilize  the  inventory. 
Although  1969  slaughter  is  expected  to 
be  down,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  off  this 
much. 

Over  the  years,  sheep  and  lamb 
numbers  have  been  declining  more  rapidly 
in  the  East  than  in  the  West.  For 
example,  in  1959  approximately  67  percent 
of  total  stock  sheep  and  lambs  were  in 
the  11  Western  States,  South  Dakota,  and 
Texas.    By  19^9^  the  proportion  in  these 
13  States  had  increased  to  Tk  percent. 
For  the  10  year  period,  sheep  numbers 
declined  about  30  percent  in  the  I3 
States  and  about        percent  in  the  other 
37 •    The  number  in  Texas  has  dropped 
sharply  in  the  past  5  years,  26  percent, 
compared  with  a  I9  percent  decline  in  the 
11  Western  States . 


Liquidation  generally  has  coi.v.inued 
in  recent  years  despite  higher  price  levels . 
However,  higher  prices  in  the  last  few 
years  hava  brought  about  a  slowing  in  the 
rate  of  liquidation. 

Considering  supply  and  price  trends 
for  red  meats  in  general,  the  outlook  for 
lamb  prices  for  the  next  several  years  seems 
favorable.    Although  lamb  prices  will 
continue  to  be  affected  by  supplies  and 
prices  of  other  meats,  such  effects  will 
be  lessened  as  the  relative  supply  of  lamb 
is  reduced. 

Winter-Spring  Slaughter  Down, 
Prices  Higher 

There  were  h  percent  fewer  lambs  on 
feed  on  January  1,  19^9^  than  a  year  earlier, 
Commercial  slaughter  rates  in  January- 
February  likely  were  down  about  10  percent . 
Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  is  expected  to 
continue  reduced,  although  spring  marketings 
for  slaughter  in  oome  weeks  may  equal  or 
exceed  the  year  earlier.    For  the  second 
half,  slaughter  may  be  further  reduced. 
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Table  3  .--Balance  sheet  for  sheep  and  lambs. 
United  States,  195-  to  date 


Year 


Number 
on  farms 
Jan.  1 


Born 
during 
year 


Net 
exports 


Slaughter 


Deaths 


Adjustment 
factor 


Number 
on  farms 
Dec.  31 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961  1/ 

1962 

1963 

196^ 

1965 
1966 

1967 
1968 
1969 


1,000 
head 

31,157 
30/^5)+ 
31,217 
32,606 
33,170 
32,725 
30,969 
29,176 
27,116 
25,127 
2^,73^ 
23,898 
?2 ,  l^l-O 
21,111 


1,000 
head 

20,336 
19,810 

20,686 

21,120 
21,012 
20,782 
19,712 
18,516 
16,99^ 
16,^12 
15,881 
15,  003 

I^,i+l6 


1,000 
head 

+57 
+18 
-22 
-5^ 
-13 
+27 
+16 
+28 
+10 

+51 
+108 

+  91 


1,000 
head 

16,328 
15,292 

15,528 
16,2)40 

17,537 
17,168 
16,1V7 
1^,895 
13,300 
13,003 
13,03^ 
12.  IOI4- 


1,000 
head 

U,322 
^,353 
U,350 
^^,539 
>S590 
^,^99 
^,^37 
^^157 
^,062 
3,910 
3,6lU 
3,651 
3,500 


1,000 
head 

-132 

-5^3 
-6U1 

-V75 
+116 
-2hh 
-16 
+511 
-1.9 
+iU 
+250 


1,0' X 
head 

30,6514- 

31,217 
32,606 
33,170 
32,725 
30,969 
29,176 
27,116 
25,127 
2^,73^ 
23,898 
22,122 
21,111 


1/  Beginning  I961,  50-State  total. 


SHEEP  AND  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 


THOUS.  HEAD* 


250 


200 


150 


1968 


JJU. 


U-U.UJ-l,LJ-Li-[  iJ-UjaJ-LLU 


JAN 


APR. 


JULY 


OCT. 
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Although  there  were  k  percent 
fewer  breeding  ewes  on  farms  and  ranches 
on  January  1  there  were  1^  percent  more 
early  lambs  dropped  in  October -December  I968 
than  a  year  earlier.    Practically  all  of 
the  increase  was  in  Texas,  where  there  were 
6  percent  fewer  breeding  ewes  on  January  1. 
Most  of  these  lambs  are  marketed  in  late 
winter  or  spring.    Thus,  while  fed  lamb 
marketings  likely  will  be  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier  this  spring,  some  increase  in 
spring  lambs  (new  crop)  may  be  somewhat 
offsetting.    An  earlier  movement  of  spring 
lambs  this  year  also  would  tend  to  increase 
the  supply  of  slaughter  lambs  in  the  spring 
relative  to  a  year  earlier. 

Lamb  prices  at  San  Angelo,  I968-69 


Month 

Choice  lambs 

:  Choice  feeder 
:  lambs 

1968  ;  1969 

:  1968 

;  1969 

Dollars  per  100  pounds 

Jan. 

22.9I+  26.56 

22.35 

26.12 

Feb. 

2i+.19  28.00 

23.75 

27.62 

Mar. 

26.88 

2I+.81 

Apr. 

29.13 

27.50 

May 

27.^0 

2k.  30 

June 

26.13 

22.88 

July 

25.25 

22.90 

Aug. 

23.81 

22.88 

Sept. 

25.38 

23.81 

Oct. 

25.75 

2U.30 

Nov. 

26.31 

2U.75 

Dec. 

25.33 

25.58 

Av. 

•  25.71 

2U.15 

Slaughter  lamb  prices  at  most  major 
markets  have  strengthened  this  winter, 
reflecting  the  strong  demand  for  red  meats 
and  smaller  supplies  of  lambs.  Choice 
grade  slaughter  lambs  in  San  Angelo  have 
averaged  $3.50  above  a  year  earlier  this 
winter  and  in  late  February  were  $28.25  per 
100  pounds .    This  was  about  $3  above  fall 
lows . 

Lamb  prices  are  expected  to  con- 
tinue well  above  a  year  earlier  in  the 
spring,  but  the  margin  may  be  smaller  than 
in  the  winter. 


Live  weights  of  slaughter  lambs  in 
the  first  2  months  of  this  year  averaged 
near  a  year  earlier.    The  price  spread 
between  carcasses  weighing  ^5-55  pounds 
and  those  weighing  55-^5  pounds  has  also 
been  near  a  year  earlier  this  winter. 
In  February,  for  example,  the  lighter 
weight  group  averaged  about  $1.70  per 
100  pounds  above  the  heavier  weight  group. 
Price  spreads  are  expected  to  continue 
relatively  narrow  this  spring. 

Second  Half  Slaughter  To 
Continue  Smaller 

Lamb  slaughter  in  the  summer  and 
fall  is  expected  to  continue  below  a  year 
earlier  because  the  lamb  crop  will  be 
down  again  this  year.    Slaughter  supplies 
in  the  second  half  likely  will  be  somewhat 
lower,  compared  with  a  year  earlier,  than 
in  the  first  half.    The  shift  to  earlier 
lambing  in  some  Western  States,  particu- 
larly Texas,  probably  will  lessen 
slaughter  rates  in  the  second  half. 
Also,  some  producers  may  begin  rebuilding 
in  1969. 

Lamb  prices  in  the  early  summer  are 
expected  to  continue  seasonally  weak  but 
above  a  year  earlier.    Prices  may  not 
decline  as  sharply  as  in  other  recent 
years.    Thus,  prices  of  lambs  in  I969 
likely  will  average  above  any  year  since 
1951  when  the  farm  price  of  lamb  averaged 
$31  per  100  pounds. 

USD  A  MEAT  PURCHASES 

In  January -February  I969  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  purchased  a 
total  of  75.6  million  pounds  (product 
weight)  of  meat  and  meat  products  for 
distribution  to  schools  and  other  food 
help  programs  at  an  f.o.b.  shipping  point 
cost  of  $i+2  million.    Funds  for  these 
purchases  were  provided  under  Section  32 
of  Public  Law  32O  and  Section  6  of  the 
National  School  Lunch  Act.  Products 
purchased  included  canned  chopped  meat, 
canned  pork  in  natural  juices,  canned  beef 
in  natural  juices,  frozen  ground  beef 
and  frozen  ground  pork. 
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LEADING  LIVESTOCK  STATES 

Although  the  number  of  beef  cattle 
during  the  current  buildup  has  increased 
about  kO  percent  in  the  past  10  years 
the  leading  States  in  beef  cattle  numbers 
have  about  maintained  their  rankings. 
Texas  has  by  far  the  largest  mjimber  of 
beef  cattle^  followed  by  Iowa,  Nebraska, 
and  Kansas,  the  same  as  10  years  before. 
There  were  shifts  among  some  of  the  other 
leaders:     Illinois  dropped  to  11th  place 
in  number,  while  Colorado  moved  up  to 
9th  from  11th  place  in  1959.    The  10 
leading  States  accounted  for  almost  58 
percent  of  the  U.S.  beef  cattle  inventory 
on  January  1  this  year,  the  same  as  10 
years  before. 

The  nijmiber  of  dairy  cattle  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  was  down  about  30 
percent  from  10  years  before.  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  and  New  York,  in  that  order, 
continued  as  the  top  3  States  in  number 
of  dairy  cows  2  years  and  over.  The 
dairy  industry  has  become  somewhat  more 


concentrated  in  the  past  10  years,  with 
the  10  leading  States  having  about  60  per- 
cent of  the  dairy  cows,  compared  with 
55  percent  10  years  ago. 

There  were  9^*5  million  pigs  saved 
from  the  pig  crops  in  I968,  only  1  percent 
more  than  10  years  ago.    The  10  leading 
States  saved  73.1  million  pigs- -77  percent 
of  the  U.S.  total,  the  same  proportion 
as  10  years  before.    All  but  1  of  the  10 
leading  hog  States  are  in  the  Corn  Belt: 
Georgia  was  the  exception  in  1959  and 
North  Carolina  in  I969. 

The  sheep  and  lamb  inventory  has 
declined  from  32.6  million  head  in  1959 
to  21.1  million  this  year,  a  decrease 
of  more  than  a  third.    The  10  leading 
States  are  about  the  same  as  10  years 
ago.    Sheep  numbers  in  all  the  leading 
States  are  down,  but  in  I969  accounted 
for  69  percent  of  the  U.S.  inventory, 
compared  with  63  percent  10  years  ago. 


MEAT  CONSUMPTION  PER  PERSON 


POUNDS* 


100 


20 


Beef  and  veal 


Pork 


Lamb  and  mutton  

I  /  I  I 


1930    1935   1940  1945  1950   1955    1960  1965  1970 

*  CARCASS-WEICHT  BASIS. 

U.  S.   DEPARTMENT  OF   AGRICULTURE  NEG.   ERS  442-  69  (  1  )      ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
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Table  k  .--Rank  of  States  in  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on 
farms,  January  1,  19^9 


Rank 

All  cattle  and 

calves 

Beef  cattle  and  calves  (cattle  not  for  milk) 

State  i 

Number 

Total 

:  Beef  cows  2  years 

and  over 

State  : 

Number 

:         State  : 

Number 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1 

Texas 

11,521 

Texas 

10,964 

Texas 

5,517 

2 

Iowa 

7,551 

Iowa 

6,591 

Oklahoma 

2,070 

3 

Nebraska 

6,266 

Nebraska 

5,954 

Nebraska 

1,882 

i+ 

Kansas 

5,564 

Kansas 

5,237 

Missouri 

1,785 

5 

California 

k,95k 

Oklahoma 

4,395 

Kansas 

1,710 

6 

Misso\iri 

k,7k6 

Missouri 

4,103 

South  Dakota 

1,686 

7 

Oklahoma 

1^,659 

South  Dakota 

4,054 

Montana 

1,556 

8 

South  Dakota 

4,366 

California 

3,628 

Iowa 

1,405 

9 

Wisconsin 

4,076 

Colorado 

2,937 

Mississippi 

1,235 

10 

Minnesota 

3,958 

Montana 

2,911 

Kentucky 

1,005 

11 

Illinois 

3,379 

Illinois 

2,814 

Colorado 

995 

12 

Colorado 

3,119 

Kentucky 

2,149 

California 

993 

13 

Montana 

2,984 

Minnesota 

2,145 

North  Dakota 

948 

Ik 

Kentucky- 

2,748 

Mississippi 

2,046 

Tennessee 

922 

15 

Mississippi 

2,415 

North  Dakota 

1,786 

Alabama 

903 

16 

Tennessee 

2,308 

Tennessee 

1,786 

Louisiana 

901 

IT 

Ohio 

2,094 

Alabama 

1,657 

Florida 

893 

18 

North  Dakota 

2,025 

Georgia 

1,636 

Arkansas 

879 

19 

Alabama 

1,896 

Florida 

1,564 

Georgia 

811 

20 

Georgia 

1,870 

Arkansas 

1,559 

Illinois 

795 

21 

New  York 

1,849 

Louisiana 

1,426 

New  Mexico 

690 

22 

Indiana 

1,841 

Indiana 

1,422 

Wyoming 

677 

23 

Florida 

l,8o4 

Idaho 

1,378 

Oregon 

675 

2k 

Pennsylvania 

1,799 

Oregon 

1,373 

Idaho 

564 

25 

Louisiana 

1,722 

Wyoming 

1,361 

Minnesota 

530 

26 

Arkansas 

1,719 

Ohio 

1,338 

Virginia 

484 

27 

Idaho 

1,668 

New  Mexico 

1,288 

Indiana 

4o6 

28 

Oregon 

1,577 

Arizona 

1,125 

Washington 

370 

29 

Michigan 

1,439 

Virginia 

1,012 

Arizona 

367 

30 

Virginia 

l,4o4 

Washington 

953 

North  Carolina 

333 

31 

Wyoming 

1,389 

Wisconsin 

864 

Utah 

329 

32 

New  Mexico 

1,346 

North  Carolina 

695 

Ohio 

325 

33 

Washington 

1,259 

Utah 

653 

Nevada 

311 

3h 

Arizona 

1,206 

Michigan 

643 

South  Carolina 

256 

35 

North  Carolina 

1,020 

Nevada 

565 

Wisconsin 

226 

36 

Utah 

785 

South  Carolina 

515 

West  Virginia 

196 

37 

South  Carolina 

623 

Pennsylvania 

513 

Michigan 

123 

38 

Nevada 

591 

West  Virginia 

364 

Pennsylvania 

101 

39 

West  Virginia 

461 

Hawaii 

215 

Hawaii 

92 

ilO 

Maryland 

418 

New  York 

165 

New  York 

57 

kl 

Vermont 

351 

Maryland 

154 

Maryland 

r-\. 

k2 

Hawaii 

238 

Maine 

23 

Maine 

9 

^3 

Maine 

i4t 

New  Jersey 

23 

New  Jersey 

8 

kk 

New  Jersey 

135 

Vermont 

16 

Delaware 

5 

k^ 

Massach\isetts 

121 

Massachusetts 

13 

Connecticut 

4 

k6 

Connecticut 

120 

Connecticut 

12 

Massachusetts 

4 

kl 

New  Hampshire 

74 

Delaware 

11 

Vermont 

4 

kQ 

Delaware 

32 

New  Hampshire 

7 

Alaska 

3 

k9 

Rhode  Island 

13 

Alaska 

6 

New  Hampshire 

2 

50 

Alaska 

9 

Rhode  Island 

2 

Rhode  Island 

1 

United  States 

109,661 

United  States 

88,051 

United  States 

36,097 
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Table  5  .--Rank  of  States  in  niamber  of  milk  cows  and  sheep  on 
farms,  January  1,  I969  and  pigs  saved  I968 


Rank 


Milk  cows  2  years  and  over 


State 


Niamber 


All  sheep  and  lambs 


State 


N\amber 


Number  of  pigs  saved  l/ 


State 


Number 


1,000  head 


1,000  head 


1,000  head 


1 

:  Wisconsin 

2,094 

Texas 

3,949 

Iowa 

22,718 

2 

Minnesota 

I,l4-D 

Wyoming 

1,782 

Illinois 

11,726 

3 

New  York 

1,132 

Caliiornia 

1,  35d 

Missouri 

7,4o4 

6,674 

k 

California 

Q),  Q 

Colorado 

1,337 

Indiana 

5 

Pennsylvania 

t5l5 

South  Dakota 

l,i£DD 

Minnesota 

5,809 

c 
0 

:  Iowa 

0O5 

Montana 

1,225 

Nebraska 

5,468 
3,918 

7 

:  Ohio 

503 

Utah 

1,053 

Ohio 

Q 

Michigan 

499 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

3,^75 

9 

:  Missouri 

4l2 

Idaho 

852 

South  Dakota 

3,171 

10 

Kentucky 

4oo 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina 

2,722 

11 

:  Texas 

374 

Ohio 

Kansas 

if ,  DDI 

12 

:  Illinois 

363 

Minnesota 

579 

Georgia 

2,444 

13 

Tennessee 

352 

Oregon 

569 

Kentucky 

2,329 
1,838 

T  1. 

Indiana 

274 

Arizona 

500 

Tennessee 

15 

'.  Virginia 

253 

Illinois 

413 

Alabama 

1,526 

lb 

:  Mississippi 

233 

Nebraska 

393 

Texas 

l,4iK3 

17 

Vermont 

232 

Kansas 

3OD 

Michigan 

1,000 

10 

:  Kansas 

225 

North  Dakota 

373 

Virginia 

000 

19 

Nebraska 

218 

Missouri 

3OD 

Pennsylvania 

783 

20 

:      South  Dakota 

2l4 

Indiana 

Mississippi 

715 

21 

North  oaro±ina 

211 

Michigan 

257 

Oklahoma 

DOy 

22 

Washington 

200 

Nevada 

231 

South  Carolina 

670 

23 

:  Louisiana 

190 

Virginia 

197 

Arkansas 

563 

0)1 

Florida 

109 

Wisconsin 

179 

North  Dakota 

539 

25 

:  Maryland 

lo4 

Pennsylvania 

170 

Florida 

452 

IdaJio 

171 

West  Virginia 

±OD 

Colorado 

392 

27 

North  Dakota 

IDO 

Washington 

140 

Montana 

282 

2o 

Oklahoma 

IDD 

Oklahoma 

136 

Louisiana 

270 

Alabstma 

15° 

Kentucky 

Maryland 

off. 

30 

Georgia 

152 

New  lorK 

103 

California 

215 

31 

Oregon 

120 

Tennessee 

49 

Idaho 

199 

32 

Colorado 

110 

Alaska 

27 

Oregon 

196 

33 

Arkansas 

109 

Louisiana 

25 

New  York 

150 

3^ 

New  Jersey 

o2 

North  Carolina 

20 

Washington 

12.0 

35 

Utah 

Qo 
02 

Maryland 

19 

West  Virginia 

T  T  1, 

114- 

36 

Maine 

76 

Mississippi 

19 

Massachusetts 

102 

37 

South  Carolina 

76 

Maine 

17 

New  Jersey 

97 

38 

Massachusetts 

75 

Massachusetts 

11 

Utah 

90 

39 

Connecticut 

73 

Arkansas 

8 

Arizona 

86 

40 

West  Virginia 

72 

New  Jersey 

8 

New  Mexico 

82 

h\ 

Arizona 

55 

Alabama 

7 

Hawaii 

82 

k2 

Montana 

48 

Vermont 

6 

Delaware 

57 

43 

New  Hampshire 

^3 

Florida 

6 

Wyoming 

42 

44 

New  Mexico 

39 

New  Hampshire 

6 

New  Hampshire 

19 

45 

Wyoming 

20 

Georgia 

6 

Maine 

16 

46 

D  elaware 

16 

Connecticut 

5 

Nevada 

16 

47 

Hawaii 

15 

Rhode  Island 

2 

Connecticut 

15 

48 

Nevada 

15 

Delaware 

2 

Vermont 

12 

49 

Rhode  Island 

8 

South  Carolina 

2 

Rhode  Island 

9 

50 

Alaska- 

2 

Hawaii 

Alaska 

1 

United  States 

14,123 

United  States 

21,111 

United  States 

94,496 

1/  Total  pigs  saved  from  Dec ember -May  and  June-November  pig  crops. 
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Table  ^  .--Meat  subject  to  U.S.  import  quota  restriction:    Product  weight 
of  imports  by  months,  average  1959-63^  196^-69 


Year 

Jan . 

:  Feb . : 

Mar . 

Apr . 

t  June 

July 

:  Aug . 

: Sept . 

:  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec . 

:  Total 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

.  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

1959-63 

average 

^7.3 

U9.6 

57.5 

3k. 3 

1+8.5 

58.6 

67.1 

8U.1 

76.1 

61.6 

56.1 

61. 1| 

722.2 

I96I+ 

87.2 

kh.9 

68.9 

6l.k 

51.1 

98.1 

1+3.7 

79.5 

i+9.6 

kG.k. 

55.7 

53.i+ 

739.9 

1965 

28.2 

68.7 

32.1+ 

52.3 

k2.1 

58.5 

59.9 

62.2 

6h.k 

57.3 

53.7 

6li+.2 

1966 

51.i^ 

60.3 

h^.h 

63.3 

52.0 

100.2 

61.1+ 

87.1 

91.5 

79.7 

61.1 

66.0 

823.1+ 

1967 

11. h 

58.5 

61.9 

58.8 

51.5 

69.6 

88.7 

92.2 

89.8 

91.8 

82.3 

12. k 

89I+.9 

1968 

80.7 

72.6 

6k. 1 

78. 

56.1 

105.0 

86.0 

108.7 

115.5 

102.1 

95.8 

35.6 

1,000.6 

1969 

hl.9 

Table    7. --U.S.  meat  imports  and  exports  and  percentage  comparisons 
(carcass  weight),  I968  and  I969 


Imports 

Month 

Beef  and  veal 

Lamb,  Mutton 

and  goat 

Pork 

Total  meat 

1968  ; 

1969 

Change 

1968  : 

1969 

■  Change 

1968 

;  1969 

Change 

1968  : 

1969  i  Change 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb .         Pet . 

January- 

119.6 

70.1 

-1+1 

13.0 

1.1 

-92 

3I+.8 

12.5 

-61+ 

167.^ 

83.7  -50 

February 

107.0 

lU.U 

3^.7 

156.1 

March 

93.0 

1I+.7 

37.2 

II+I+.9 

April 

lll+.O 

13.1 

35.2 

162.3 

May 

95.1 

8.8 

36.5 

II+O.I+ 

June 

11+2.8 

21.8 

36.8 

201.1+ 

July 

139.^ 

9.7 

35.3 

I8I+.I+ 

August 

153.3 

13.1 

30.3 

196.7 

September 

175.2 

12.1+ 

38.5 

226.1 

October 

151.7 

10.3 

30.1+ 

192.1+ 

November 

11+7.5 

11.9 

33.3 

192.7 

December 

19 'k 

3.5 

33.1 

116.0 

Total 

1,518.0 

11+6.7 

i+16.1 

2,080.8 

Exports 

Beef  and 

veal 

Lamb 

and  mutton 

Pork 

Total  meat 

1968 : 

1969 

.  Change 

1968  i 

1969 

'.  Change 

1968 

i  1969 

Change 

1968  ; 

1969  .*  Change 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb.  Pet. 

January 

3.5 

2.8 

-20 

0.2 

0.2 

0 

3.7 

ll+.O 

+278 

7.1+ 

17.0  +130 

Febniary 

3.2 

.2 

3.1+ 

6.8 

March 

3.1 

.2 

3.2 

6.5 

April 

2.9 

.3 

3.2 

6.1+ 

May 

3.h 

.2 

2.7 

6.3 

Jvune 

2.8 

.3 

3.1 

6.2 

July 

3.0 

.1 

I+.7 

7.8 

August 

3.3 

.2 

11.2 

li+.T 

September 

3.0 

.2 

11.3 

li+.5 

October 

3.0 

.2 

13.9 

17.1 

November 

3.8 

.5 

18.3 

22.6 

December 

3.2 

.2 

li+.6 

18.0 

Total 

38.2 

2.8 

93.3 

I3I+.3 
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Table  8  , — Average  retail  price  of  meat  per  pound. 
United  States,  by  months,  196^*-  to  date 


Year  :  Jan.:  Feb.:  Mar.  :  Apr.  :  May  :June  :  July:  Aug.:  Sept.:  Oct.:  Nov.:  Dec:  Av. 


Ct.      Ct.      Ct.       Ct.       Ct.      Ct.      Ct.      Ct.       Ct.      Ct.      Ct.      Ct.  Ct. 


:   Beef,  Choice  grade  

1961^-  :  TT.8    T».2    76.6  76.0    75-3    TT.2  TT«^  50.5    «0.0    Jii,9    7^.6  77.8 

1965  :  78.8   78.2   78.i^  78.1  79.0   83.9   8i^.8  83.7  83.6   82.9   82.2   82.6  8l,k 

1966  :  83.0   81I-.1   85.8  86.1+  Qk.9   Qk.2   83.9  8U.0  8i+.3   81^.2   82.8   83.6  Qk.3 

1967  :  82.8   83.3   82.7  82.1  81.7   83.8   8i+.l  3k.7  86.0   86.0   86.0   86.1  Qk.l 

1968  :  86.3   86.5   86. i+  86.1  86.8   86.8   87. 1  88.0  88.2   88.2   88.';    88.0  87. 

1969  :  9Q»Q  


:  Veal,  retail  cuts  

196i+  :  62.2    b2.1    b2.5      53T2      52.6    «2.0    i52.k    b2.1     b3.0    52.6    62.0    62.5  ^2.1+ 

1965  :  83.1   Qk.k    82.9     82.7     83A    82.2    81^.6    Qk,J     83.5    85.2   82.5    82.8  83.5 

1966  :  85.0    89.2    89A     90.3     88.5    90.7    91.1    90.6     91.3    91.3    90.5    91A  89.9 

1967  :  91.9    90.1    91.^     92.8     93.2    93.7    93.9    96.0     96.4    96.9    97.9    97.6  9^.3 

1968  :  99.^    98.8    99*2    101.3     99.2  101.7  100.9  100.3    100.7  100.1  100.8    99. T  100.2 

1969  : 101.2  


:   Pork    

196I+  :  55.8  55.8  55.2  5^.«  56.7  57.6  59.5  58.3    56.8  56.1  56.3 

1965  :  56.3  56.8  57.1  57.3     57.9  63.7  68.3  70.2  70.1+  69.6    69.2  72.7  61^.1 

1966  :  77.5  78.6  77.8  73.1     71.^  72.2  72.9  73.3  73.8  72.^    69.5  67.7  73-^ 

1967  :  67.5  66.7  65.9  64.7     63.8  68.1  69.3  69.8  69.1  67.9   66.1  S^.k  67. 0 

1968  :  65.7  66.0  66.6  66.2     66.5  66.6  67.3  68.4  68.3  68.5    67. 0  67.0  67.0 

1969  :  67.^    _   


:  Lamb,  Choice  grade  

1964  :'7274    70.9    72.3     TlTi     71.7    72.6  73.8    75.3     7^.1  75.6  75.1  75.1  73.5 

1965  :  75.3    74.3    76.2     77.3     78.1   81.1  83.5    82.4     81.6  80.4  80.1  79.1  79.1 

1966  :  81.6   85.8   87.8     86.4     85.6   86.6  86.8   86.2     85.2  84.9  86.1  84.5  85.6 

1967  :  84.5   83.4   83.3     82.9     84.6   88.8  89.5   89.4     90.5  89.7  90.2  90. 3  87.3 

1968  :  89.8    90.3    91.9     92.4     93.1   93.6  S^.h    93.5     93.0  9^.3  9^.0  93.2  92.8 

1969  :  94.2  


The  next  issue  of  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 
is  scheduled  to  be  available  May  9^  19^9 » 

The  summary  is  scheduled  to  be  released  to  the  press 
immediately  after  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board 
meeting  May  5,  19^9. 
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REGIONAL  CATTLE  SLAUGHTER  BY  CLASS 

By 

John  T.  Lars en 
Agriciatural  Economist,  Economic  Research  Service 


Cattle  production  and  slaughter 
tend  to  be  concentrated  in  or  near  areas 
of  large  feed  grain  supplies .  Although 
changes  developing  in  the  past  several 
years  are  lessening  this  concentration  to 
some  degree,  the  outshipment  of  feeder 
cattle  and  calves  from  areas  of  a  high 
concentration  of  beef  cows  suggests  a 
lack  of  adequate  facilities  and  feed  to 
finish  them  near  home. 

To  illustrate  the  national  distri- 
bution of  cattle  production  and  slaughter, 
the  ^8  States  were  grouped  into  9  geo- 
graphic regions .    Climatic  conditions 
and  agricultural  enterprises  are  generally 
similar  within  regions.    These  9  regions 
show  considerable  variation  in  volume  of 
cattle  production  and  slaughter,  reflect- 
ing the  relative  concentration  of  cattle 
production . 

The  Northwest  North  Central  Region 
(lowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota 
and  South  Dakota)  accounted  for  the 
largest  share  of  cattle  slaughter  last 
year- -37  percent.    This  region  has 
traditionally  been  the  center  of  beef 
production.    It  was  the  volume  leader  in 
all  three  slaughter  classes  (steers, 
heifers,  and  cows)  last  year.  However, 
the  proportion  of  steers  and  heifers  was 
relatively  large.    The  proportion  of  cows 
in  the  slaughter  mix  was  the  smallest  of 
any  region.    The  relatively  small  pro- 
portion of  cows  in  the  slaughter  mix  was 
due  largely  to  the  large  feeding  industry 
and  the  inshipnents  of  feeder  steers  and 
heifers.    About  37  percent  of  the  cattle 
and  calves  on  feed  last  January  were  in 
this  area.    This  was  more  than  twice 
the  number  on  feed  in  any  other  region. 
The  beef  breeding  herd  in  this  5-State 
area  was  the  second  largest  among  the 
regions,  accounting  for  about  I8  percent 
of  all  beef  cows  in  I968.  Nevertheless, 
cattlemen  in  this  area  produce  the  most 
beef  calves  of  any  area.    In  terms  of 
the  proportions  by  class  in  the  slaughter 
mix  and  the  relative  balance  between  beef 
cows  and  dairy  cows,  this  region  most 
typically  reflects  national  averages. 


The  East  North  Central  Region 
(Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Ohio, 
Wisconsin)  accounted  for  12  percent  of 
total  cattle  slaughter  in  I968.  Steer 
and  heifer  slaughter  accounted  for  a 
larger  than  average  share  of  the  total, 
but  cows  were  a  relatively  small  share. 
Cattle  feeding  accounted  for  ik  percent 
of  the  national  total  and  is  the  major  rea- 
son     for  the  large  steer  and  heifer 
slaughter.    The  area  accounted  for  11 
percent  of  the  Nation's  cow  herd  but  the 
bulk  was  dairy.    Consequently  more  cows 
than  heifers  were  slaughtered  in  this 
area  in  I968. 

The  Pacific  Region  (California, 
Oregon,  Washington)  ran  third  in  output 
of  slaughter  cattle,  accounting  for 
nearly  12  percent --with  a  very  high 
proportion  of  steers .     Prevalence  of 
steers  is  due  to  the  relative  importance 
of  the  feeding  industry  and  inshipment 
of  large  numbers  of  feeder  steers  from 
areas  to  the  east.    The  relatively  small 
proportion  of  heifers,  12  percent,  suggests 
that  demand  for  heifer  beef  on  the  West 
Coast  is  small.    This  Region  accounted 
for  only  6  percent  of  the  Nation's  cow 
herd  but  10  percent  of  the  cattle  on 
feed  January  1. 

About  9  percent  of  total  slaughter 
occurred  in  the  Southwest  North  Central 
Region  (Missouri  and  Kansas)  in  I968. 
There  was  a  rather  large  proportion  of 
steers  in  the  slaughter  mix,  about  average 
proportion  of  heifers,  and  a  small  propor- 
tion of  cows.    This  is  largely  due  again 
to  the  large  number  of  fed  cattle  in  the 
area  and  relatively  small  proportion  of 
the  cow  herd.    There  were  about  10  percent 
of  the  cattle  on  feed  in  this  area  on 
January  1  and  about  8  percent  of  the 
national  cow  herd. 

The  West  South  Central  Region 
(Texas  and  Oklahoma)  accounted  for  9 
percent  of  total  slaughter  last  year.  The 
slaughter  mix  was  fairly  evenly  distributed 
among  steers,  heifers,  and  cows.  This 
region  had  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
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Nation's  cows,  I6  percent,  and  a  good 
proportion  of  cattle  on  feed,  10  perce^.it . 
The  large  number  of  beef  cows,  21  percent 
of  the  total  on  farms  and  ranches  last 
January  1,  and  relatively  smaller  slaughter 
supplies  of  steers  and  heifers  suggest  a 
large  outmovement  of  feeder  cattle  and 
perhaps  some  outshipments  of  fed  cattle . 

The  Mountain  States  (Arizona, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  and  Wyoming)  also  accounted 
for  about  9  percent  of  total  slaughter^^ 
The  proportion  of  steers  slaughtered  was 
below  average,  but  heifers'  accounted  for 
the  largest  proportion  in  any  region, 
35  percent.    These  States  had  about  12 
percent  of  the  Nation's  cow  herd  and  15 
percent  of  the  cattle  on  feed  last 
Janmry  1.    More  than  90  percent  of  the 
cows  in  this  area  are  beef  cows .  This  area 
ships  feeder  cattle  to  other  regions  as  well 
as  receiving  them  from  outside.    This  in- 
out  movement  is  perhaps  more  common  to 
the  Mountain  Region  than  elsewhere  because 
both  the  feeding  industry  and  cow-calf 
operations  are  important. 

About  5  percent  of  I968  slaughter 
occurred  in  the  East  South  Central  Region 
(Alabama,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee) .    There  was  a 
larger  proportion  of  cows  in  the  slaughter 
mix  than  in  any  other  region.    The  region 
had  Ik  percent  of  the  cows  on  farms  and 
ranches  on  January  1.    It  contained  I6 
percent  of  the  beef  cow  herd  and  10  per- 
cent of  the  dairy  cows,  but  only  1  percent 
of  the  cattle  and  calves  on  feed.  Thus, 
a  large  number  of  feeder  cattle  and  calves 
are  shipped  to  other  areas  for  f eedir>g 
and  slaughter. 

The  North  and  South  Atlantic  Regions 
together  accounted  for  about  7  percent  of 


total  cattle  slaughter  last  year.  The 
proportion  of  steers  in  the  slaughter  mix 
was  about  average  for  the  country,  but 
heifers  made  up  the  smallest  proportion 
for  any  region;  cow  slaughter  was  well 
above  average.    The  feeding  industry  is 
not  prominent  in  these  2  regions  although 
Ik  percent  of  the  Nation's  cow  herd  is 
located  here. 

On  balance,  the  beef  industry  is 
nationally  distributed,  although  there  is 
some  concentration  both  in  slaughter  and 
production  in  the. Corn  Belt  and  Plains 
areas .    Feed  supply  is  the  major  factor 
accounting  for  the  differences.    Areas  of 
heavy  feed  grain  production  lend  themselves 
to  a  large  feeding  industry  as  well  as 
cow-calf  enterprises,  while  the  Plains  and 
Mountain  areas  tend  to  be  somewhat  more 
limited  to  cow-calf  operations .  The 
dairy  industry,  contributing  more  to  cow 
slaughter  than  steer  and  heifer  s3.aughter, 
is  heavily  concentrated  in  the  East  North 
Central  Region  but  also  is  commonly  found 
near  metropolitan  areas . 


Cattle  on  Feed  January  1,  19^9 


Region 

Number 

Distribution 

1,000  head 

Percent 

N.  Atlantic 

96 

0.8 

S.  Atlantic 

2kk 

1.9 

E.N.  Central 

1,813 

Ik.k 

N.W.N.  Central 

k,6jj 

37.2 

S.W.N.  Central 

1,208 

9.6 

E.S.  Central 

177 

l,k 

W.S.  Central 

1,280 

10.2 

Mountain 

1,866 

lk,Q 

'Pacific 

1,218 

9.7 

39  States 

12,579 

100.0 

■X-  *  -x-  -x-  -x- 


-  25  - 


Lr4S-i66 


MRCH  1969 


Table  A . --Federally  inspected  cattle  slaughter,  by  regions,  I968 


!  Slaughter 

Region 's 

Share  of  U.S. 

Region 

Bulls* 

'Steers  'Heifers 

■  Cows  ' 

and 

'Total 

Steers 

'Heifers 

[Cows  ] 

Bulls 'Total 

Stags \ 

---1,000  head- 

 Percent-- 

North  Atlantic 

.  651 

51 

UOU 

Ik 

1,180 

k,2 

0.6 

7.0 

16.1  k,Q 

South  Atlantic 

k02 

270 

30 

776 

2.6 

0.9 

^.7 

6.5  2.6 

E.N.  Central 

1,62k 

859 

1,051 

77 

3,611 

10.6 

10.8 

18.2 

16.8  12.2 

N.W.N.  Central 

5,800 

3.669 

1,  360 

7^ 

10,903 

37.8 

46.0 

2'^ .  S 

16,1  36.9 

S.W.N.  Central 

1,T08 

687 

3^3 

15 

2,753 

11.1 

8.6 

5.9 

3.3  9.3 

E.S.  Central 

365 

365 

593 

^3 

1,366 

2. if 

k.6 

10.2 

9.k  k,6 

W.S.  Central 

962 

90^ 

859 

57 

2,782 

6.3 

11.3 

lk,Q 

12.k  9,k 

Mountain 

1,3^^ 

975 

391 

^5 

2,755 

8.7 

12.2 

6.8 

9.8  9.3 

Pacific 

2,505 

^02 

51^ 

kh 

16.3 

5.0 

8.9 

9.6  11.7 

U.S. 

15,361 

7,986 

5,785 

U59 

29,591 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0  100.0 

Distribution  Within  Regions 

Steers 

Heifers 

Cows  : 

Bulls 

and  Stags  : 

Total 

•-Percent  

North  Atlantic 

55.2 

i^.3 

3^^.2 

6.3 

100.0 

South  Atlantic 

51.8 

9.5 

3I+.8 

3.9 

100.0 

E.N.  Central 

^5.0 

23.8 

29.1 

2.1 

100.0 

N.W.N.  Central 

53.2 

33.6 

12.5 

0.7 

100.0 

S.W.N.  Central 

62.0 

25.0 

12.5 

0.5 

100.0 

E.S.  Central 

26. 7 

26.7 

3.2 

100.0 

W.S.  Central 

3^1.6 

32.5 

30.9 

2.0 

100.0 

Mountain 

hQ.Q 

35 

Ik, 2 

1.6 

100.0 

Pacific 

72.3 

11.6 

Ik. 8 

1.3 

100.0 

U.S. 

51.9 

27.0 

19.5 

1.6 

100.0 
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Table  B. --Regional  distribution  of  cows  on    arms  January  1,  I968 


Cows  on  Farms 

• 

Region 

s  Share  of  U 

.s. 

Region 

Beef 

Dairy  : 

Total 

Beef  : 

Dairy  : 

Total 

1, 

000  head  

-Percent  

North  Atlantic 

•  183 

2,606 

2,789 

0.5 

17.8 

5.6 

South  Atlantic 

:  2,925 

1,188 

^,113 

8.3 

8.1 

8.2 

E.N.  Central 

•  1,870 

3,867 

5,737 

5.3 

26.5 

11.5 

N.W.N.  Central 

'  6,365 

2,ii68 

8,833 

18.0 

16.9 

17.7 

S.W.N.  Central 

:  3,^55 

669 

k,12k 

9.8 

k.6 

8.3 

E.S.  Central 

:  5,625 

1,527 

7,152 

15.9 

10. k 

1^.3 

W.S.  Central 

:  7,356 

569 

7,925 

20.8 

3.9 

15.9 

Mountain 

5,^69 

5^+1 

6,010 

15.5 

3.7 

12.0 

Pacific 

:  2,066 

1,191 

3,257 

5.9 

3.0 

6.5 

U.S. 

35,31^ 

lii,626 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Distribution 

V/ithin  Regions 

Beef 

Dairy 

Total 

 Percent 

North  Atlantic 

6.6 

93.^ 

100.0 

South  Atlantic 

71. 1 

28.9 

100.0 

E.N.  Central 

32.6 

67. J+ 

100.0 

N.W.N.  Central 

72.1 

27.9 

100.0 

S.W.N.  Central 

83.8 

16.2 

100.0 

E.S.  Central 

78.6 

21.^ 

100.0 

W.S.  Central 

92.8 

7.2 

100.0 

Mountain 

91.0 

9.0 

100.0 

Pacific 

63.1^ 

36.6 

100.0 

U.S.  : 

70.7 

29.3 

100.0 
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Commercially  produced 

Meat  and 
Period 

Supply 

.*•  

Distribution 

Produc- 

: Begin- 
:  ing 

:  Imports 

:    Exports  : 
:       Guid  : 

Ending  * 
stocks  ! 

Mixi&ary  : 

Civilian 
Consumption 

tion 

:  stocks 

:  shipments : 

Total  iPer  person  l/ 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Ib&. 

Beef: 

July 

1,790 

199 

139 

7 

214 

07 

01 
1,840 

0  )i 
9.^ 

August 

1,799 

2l4 

152 

0 
0 

232 

OT 

37 

1,000 

0 

9.6 

September 

1,728 

232 

17^ 

Q 

242 

52 

1,832 

-p|^  

3rd  quarter 

5,317 

199 

J+65 

23 

24-2 

T  ClC 
156 

5,560 

28.3 

uc  liODer 

1,922 

0)1 0 

150 

C  T 

1,990 

10.1 

1,004 

doo 

IM-O 

296 

^7 
^  1 

1  72^ 

X,  fc? 

December 

l,CV4-0 

296 

TO 

7 
1 

296 

47 

ft  ^ 

ij-th  quarter 

214-2 

375 

22 

145 

^,  300 

P7  ^ 

Year 

20,683 

275 

1,500 

00 

b44 

21  430 

109 .0 

veaxi 

July 

57 

Q 

1 

r\  1 

2/ 

Q 

5 

53 

•  3 

August 

oO 

Q 
0 

1 

1 

1, 
4 

50 

•  3 

September 

59 

0 

1 

1 

7 

3 

57 

•  3 

3rd  (Quarter 

 VT?^ — 

 n  

0 

3 

2 

7 

12 

xdd 

•  9 

October 

D  1 

7 
( 

d. 

T 

\l 

f 

3 

65 

.3 

ox 

<7 
1 

0 

7 

4 

•  3 

53 

7 

0  / 

\ 

3 

^th  (^uairter 

10 -L 

T 

 r- 

2 

— f — 

10 

173 

Q 
•  O 

694 

12 

18 

6 

7 
1 

)i  Ji 

Oo  f 

3«4 

Lamb  and 

mutton : 

Till  V 

juxy 

12 

10 

0  / 

12 

0/ 

eft 
50 

•  3 

August 

^9 

12 

13 

1 

XX 

X 

OX 

•  3 

September 

CI 

51 

±± 

1 

12 

2/ 

DX 

•  3 

■■"vn'n — 

14C5 

12 

35 

2 

lie. 

X 

XOO 

•9 

V.AJ  wU  UCa 

J  1 

1 0 

X 

13 

P  / 

05 

.3 

)i  C 
45 

13 

1 0 

X<i 

15 

ll 

53 

.3 

December 

'*-5 

1  c 

). 

2/ 

\^ 

50 

■^^ 

^th  q^uarter 

li;7 

12 

26 

l4 

1 

168 

Year 

591 

15 

147 

7 

14 

5 

727 

3  '7 

Pork: 

July 

9i*3 

326 

35 

ll4 

2i^5 

33 

1,012 

5-1 

August 

995 

2I45 

30 

19 

197 

19 

1,035 

5.3 

September 

1,060 

197 

39 

20 

197 

22 

T  OCT 

J-,o^  f 

3rd  q\iarter 

2^,998 

326 

104 

53 

1  OT 
197 

74 

3,104 

It:  A 
15  .0 

October 

1,250 

197 

31 

00 

C.C.C. 

XD 

T  000 

O.d 

November 

C.C.d. 

33 

2l4- 

2*^7 

19 

1  no 

x,xx>/ 

^  7 

4J  I,     .  _ 

22 

256 

18 

1 ,  l4o 

5-7 

^th  Q^uai*ter 
Year 

3.560 

97 

66 

256 
 ^2"  

53 

3A79 

1  f  .D 

— i^- 

K]£ 

i8t 

256 

288 

12,848 

65.3 

All    moD4-  • 

mea^ : 

July 

2,838 

51^5 

185 

22 

i^79 

105 

p  o6p 

15  1 

x:? . 

Aiigust 

2,903 

^+79 

196 

29 

448 

61 

3,0^0 

15.5 

September 

2,898 

1+1^8 

226 

29 

458 

77 

3,008 

15.3 

3rd  quarter 

8,639 

5i^5 

607 

80 

9,010 

45.9 

3,296 

458 

193 

29 

508 

70 

3,339 

16.9 

November 

:  2,91U 

508 

193 

33 

555 

71 

2,957 

15.0 

December 

:  2,^12 

555 

116 

^0 

57^ 

68 

2,912 

14.7 

14-th  quarter 
Year 

•  ^'S^ 

1+58 

502 

qp 

573 

209 

9,?08 

46.6 

:  3^,81+5 

588 

2,081 

288 

573 

981 

35,672 

181.4 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  cff  poptilation  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies.  2/  Less  than 
500,000  pounds. 
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MARCH  1969 


Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

!  Unit 

1968 

:  1969 

Year 
average 
or  total 

:  January  : 

February 

;  January 

\  February 

CATTLE  AND  CALVES: 

Beef  steers,  slaiighter,  Chicago 

:  Dollars 

per 

28.18 

29.39 

29.33 

31.08 

31.08 

27. 7^+ 

26.87 

27.3'+ 

29.23 

29.11 

26.08 

25 .01 

25.66 

27.11+ 

27.18 

2U.05 

22.1+2 

23.23 

21+.17 

21+.32 

22.39 

20 . 30 

20  .OD 

22 .21+ 

21.68 

27.65 

26.68 

27.19 

29.10 

28.97 

27. 5^+ 

25.05 

25.75 

27.30 

27.11+ 

Cows,  Chicago 

17.50 

15.91 

17.1+1 

16.77 

18.67 

I8.it5 

16.35 

17.98 

18.20 

19.02 

. . . :         do . 

15.56 

17.18 

17.1+2 

18.30 

16.58 

II+.69 

16.08 

16.1+1 

17.15 

33.75 

32.19 

36.28 

32.12 

i  \  •  yy 

Stoc^er  and  feeder  steers    Kansas  City  l/ 

25.89 

23.89 

25.68 

26.60 

27.22 

Price  received  by  fanners 

5/23.30 

21.80 

22.80 

23.60 

21+.20 

5/lT.lO 

15.60 

16.70 

16.60 

17.70 

5/25.30 

2I+.OO 

2I+.9O 

26.10 

26.30 

. ..:  do. 

5/27.70 

26,1+0 

27.80 

28.30 

29.70 

2U.9 

21+. 1+ 

21+.2 

21+.7 

25.0 

HOGS: 

Barrows  and  gilts,  U.S.  No.  1  and  2,  Chicago 

19.78 

19.06 

19.76 

20.1+8 

20.1+1+ 

2C0-220  pounds  

do. 

20.59 

19.58 

20 . 50 

21.09 

21.59 

220-2^0  pounds 

20. 3U 

19.39 

20.41 

20.98 

21.50 

19.19 

18.31 

19.1^1 

19.77 

20.1+1 

...:  do. 

16.20 

II+.57 

16.05 

15-93 

17.56 

5 /18.6c 

17.60 

18.9c 

18.60 

19.6c 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  hj 

17.8 

17.3 

17.1 

17.7 

17.1 

5/18.0 

16.9 

17.8 

17.2 

18.0 

SHEEP  AND  LAMBS: 

:  Dollars 

per 

:    100  pounds 

11.56 

8.85 

9.30 

9.75 

10.50 

5/6.70 

6.1+6 

6. 71+ 

6.96 

7.UI 

Lambs 

28.00 

Slaughter    Choice    San  Angelo* 

25.71 

22.9I+ 

2I+.19 

26.25 

. ..:  do. 

2i+.15 

22.35 

23.75 

26.12 

27.62 

5/2i^.30 

22.10 

23.20 

25.10 

26.50 

ALL  MEAT  ANIMALS: 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 

5/3i+6 

321+ 

31+2 

3I+9 

362 

MEAT : 

Wholesale,  Chicago,  Car lot. 

:  Dollars 

per 

i^5.85 

1+5.02 

1+3. 82 

1+2.1+3 

1+3.30 

1+2.76 

1+1.35 

1+2.61+ 

1+1+.79 

l+i+.15 

37.30 

31+.85 

36.96 

37.1+0 

39.16 

XjSJsib  csLrc&ss    Choice    ^5~55  pounds 

do. 

55 . 36 

50.20 

53.5I+ 

57.1^0 

58.97 

1+6.91 

1+6.88 

1+9.  OI+ 

1+9.23 

1+7.30 

Retail,  United  States  average 

:  Cents 

87.2 

86.3 

86.5 

90.0 

67.0 

65.7 

66.0 

67.5 

92.8 

89.8 

90.3 

9I+.2 

Index  niimber  all  meats  (BLS^ 

107.7 

105.1 

106.7 

101.1 

116.1+ 

11^.1+ 

III+.9 

118.6 

117.7 

115.9 

116.3 

121.1 

115.0 

112.0 

113.1 

115.7 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades . 

2/  Bushels  of  No.  3  Yellow  Com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  povmds  of  slaughter  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands,  Chicago,  all 
grades . 

3/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.S.Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  JosejAi,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 
Xj  Himber  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
5^/  Simple  average. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


MARCH  1969 


Item 

: 

!  Unit 

1968 

1969 

Year 
average 
or  total 

:  January 

February 

:  January 

:  February 

: 

I3I+ 

131 

135 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 

8  Com  Belt  States 

:  1,000 

8,219 

523 

1^01 

3I+2 

1,399 

96 

78 

70 

Slaughter  \inder  Federal  inspection 

: 

; 

Numher  slaughtered 

; 

29,592 

2,U93 

2,257 

2,676 

15,361 

1,299 

1,189 

1,39^ 

7,986 

653 

611+ 

7lU 

5,785 

511 

U27 

533 

U59 

30 

27 

35 

1,05^ 

365 

302 

36I+ 

10,893 

1,050 

81+0 

1,007 

6,U96 

5,697 

6,811+ 

7 

6 

5 

6 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

1,030 

l,0k8 

l,oi+9 

1,01+1 

195 

188 

192 

193 

102 

105 

106 

107 

2U0 

2U1 

235 

239 

Average  production 

: 

605 

610 

6li^ 

607 

109 

lOi^ 

106 

107 

50 

52 

52 

52 

152 

153 

1I+9 

152 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  veight  . . . 

..:  do. 

63 

6k 

63 

61+ 

25 

2k 

2k 

21+ 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . . . 

11 

10 

10 

10 

Total  production 

:  Million 

17,85^+ 

1,517 

1,382 

1,620 

U20 

38 

32 

39 

5i^5 

kk 

52 

11,330 

993 

81+9 

1,033 

1,862 

157 

136 

160 

Caramercial  slaughter  l/ 

Number  slaughtered 

:  1,000 

35,052 

3,028 

2,733 

3,129 

519 

1+39 

kl9 

ll,89i^ 

1,150 

928 

1,055 

85,190 

7,56U 

6,632 

7,705 

Total  production 

:  Million 

20,683 

1,796 

1,633 

1,858 

69U 

63 

5^ 

60 

591 

59 

1+8 

55 

12,877 

1,150 

986 

1,170 

2,030 

176 

152 

173 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

— 

275 

276 

296 

282 

12 

12 

7 

6 

15 

15 

lU 

11 

286 

289 

256 

257 

6kk 

652 

625 

605 

1/  Federal  1  y  inspected,  and  other  commercial. 

2/  Incliides  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 
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LIST  OF  TABLES 


Title 

Number  of  livestock  on  farms  and  ranches  January  1, 

United  States,  1957  to  date   

Number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches 

January  1,  by  classes.  United  States,  19^7  to  date  

Balance  sheet  for  sheep  and  lambs.  United  States, 

1956  to  date  

Rank  of  States  in  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on 

farms,  January  1,  19^9  

Rank  of  States  in  number  of  milk  covs  and  sheep  on 

farms ,  January  1,  19^9  and  pigs  saved  I968  

Meat  subject  to  U.S.  import  quota  restriction:  Product 

weight  on  imports  by  months,  average  1959-^3 ^  196^+ -69  .   .   .  . 

U.S.  Meat  imports  and  exports  and  percentage  comparisons 

(carcass  weight),  I968  and  I969   

Average  retail  price  of  meat  per  pound.  United  States,  by 

months ,  196^  to  date  

Federally  inspected  cattle  slaughter,  by  regiona,  I968  

Regional  distribution  of  cows  on  farms  January  1,  I968  

STANDARD  SUMMARY  TABLES 

Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  July  I968 

to  date   

Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat   

Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for 

meat  animals  and  meat   
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